METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF WIRRAL
AGREEMENT AND CONDITIONS FOR KEEPING PIGEONS ON ALLOTMENT SITES 

1. Introduction
This document has been produced to give you important basic guidelines as to the minimum standards expected of tenants who keep pigeons on WBC allotments.  If you keep pigeons on your plot you must check on them daily, provide competent care and management and have the knowledge and skills to ensure their well being.  This document has been produced in line with RSPCA recommendations.

2.  The tenant must not erect or alter any pigeon loft without the prior approval in writing of the Council, and each application for permission is to be considered in relation to the size and situation of the plot, but the size of any structure will not exceed 24ft (8m) in length, 8ft (2.60m) in width, or 9ft (3m) in height. In certain circumstances permission may be given for a pigeon loft and separate storage shed to be erected within the same total limit.

3.  The tenant must inform the Allotment Officer once the construction of the loft is completed so that the final approval may be given on inspection of the site. 

4.  The tenant shall keep any building which is so erected in good order and condition, properly painted and maintained at all times and shall observe all the conditions imposed by the Council for such erections.

5.  The tenant must keep the whole of the plot allocated to him in a proper state of maintainence and care

6.  The tenant must be a member of a recognised Homing Society and must produce a current membership card.

7.  Feed
Pigeons should be fed daily.   Only food sufficient for one day should be put out at any one time.  Pigeons should have continuous and plentiful access to:

· Cool, clean and fresh water  (during the winter tenants may have to make alternative arrangements for supplying water if the site supply is turned off)

· Feed of a type appropriate to the age and species of bird, fed in sufficient quantities and sufficiently frequently to maintain them in good health and satisfy their nutritional needs.

· Insoluble grit to aid digestion.

8.  Housing
· Pigeons should be provided with a pigeon loft  (see 2 above for size) that provides

· Protection from predators

· Clean, dry bedding material to absorb moisture and odour eg wood shavings or straw

· Warmth during the colder months

· Shade during the summer

· Adequate, draught-free ventilation

· Perches for sleeping

· Lofts should be cleaned a minimum of once a week or more frequently if necessary.

9.  Health

You will be held responsible for ensuring that your livestock is free from distress, pain, injury and disease.  

· Appropriate preventative and/or veterinary treatment should be available at all times

· Cleaning and maintaining the loft is necessary to maintain healthy birds

10.  vermin

Rats are very often found on pigeon allotment sites.   They can injure your birds, the Allotment site may also be close to housing.   It is essential not to attact rats to the site and to make every effort to eradicate them is they are there.  This is for the safety and welfare of your flock, all plot holders and local residents.   The following precautions must be observed.

· Plots to be kept tidy.   No piles of wood etc to be stored on site to provide cover for rats.

· All lofts and other structures to be raised at least 300mm (1ft) off the ground

· Only food enough for one day to be left out at any time

· Food to be stored in sealed containers

QUICK CHECKLIST

Use this quick checklist to see if your arrangements for keeping pigeons on you allotment are likely to meet the requirements of Wirral Borough Council.

Food and Water

Your pigeons should have continuous access to cool, clean water and appropriate diet that is both plentiful and nutritional.

Housing

A clean, tidy and spacious environment should be maintained which provides adequate protection from the weather and predators 

It is your responsibility to monitor and maintain a flock free from distress, pain, injury and disease

Wirral Borough Council expects tenants to maintain high standards of welfare for their birds in clean, tidy housing.  In this way, everyone can enjoy the presence of pigeons on your WBC allotments.

I hereby accept and agree to abide by the additional Conditions of Tenancy laid down by the Metropolitan Borough of Wirral for the Keeping of pigeons on Allotments.




Signed_______________




Dated________________

The Council herby accepts the above signatory, as a pigeon keeper, upon adherence to Conditions set out above and in the Allotment Tenancy Agreement 

Allotment Site_________ 

Plot No_____________

Signed________                 Designation______________

