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[bookmark: h1]December 2015

The council has published the latest (September 2015) waiting lists for Wirral allotments download here.

[bookmark: h2]November 2015

Minutes from the Site Secretaries' meeting September 2015 download here.

[bookmark: h3]July 2015

Wirral Council is moving to a new management structure for parks, gardens and allotments.  These will now be managed by constituency teams - for more information download the picture, below as a pdf, here, or visit the council's allotment pages - www.wirral.gov.uk/my-services/leisure-and-culture/parks-beaches-and-countryside/allotments [image: Wirral allotment management structure]

[bookmark: h4]June 2015

Wirral Council is updating its allotment policies and proceedures.  Draft documents are available to view on the council website
www.wirral.gov.uk/my-services/leisure-and-culture/parks-beaches-and-countryside/allotments/consultation (Consultation closed 25th July)

[bookmark: h5]May 2015

Has spring arrived? We could be forgiven for thinking that we blinked and have missed it, if the recent weather is anything to go by! However, crops are growing and hopefully the weather will soon improve and we can all get on with our allotments.

An update on what has been happening with Wirral Allotment Society, we held a very informative and well attended 'Funding Forum' at Birkenhead YMCA, I hope those that attended found it helpful. If anyone has any news about Grants applied for or received, we would love to hear about them.

Moving forward, we would like to address a matter which has come to our attention on the 'Supposed' intentions of Wirral Allotment Society.
You may be aware that Wirral Allotment Society has sought to re-engage with allotment sites across the Wirral, as we realised that we have not been as active as we could have been. However we wish to make it absolutely clear that we are not intending to take over the management of any sites, they are managed by Wirral Borough Council, and that we, as a society are not recommending that all sites become 'self-managed', this was made very clear at the recent Funding Forum held at the YMCA. However malicious rumours have been circulating for some time now, and we feel that we need to make it clear that they are completely unfounded. If any of you are told that this is our intention please be assured, it is not. We are happy to give advice on the forming of societies and to provide information on self-management but we do not recommend self-management for any Wirral site, at the present time.
If anyone would like to discuss this with us please get in touch and we will be happy to speak with you about this.

We had hoped that the new Allotment Strategy would be available by June, however we have been informed by Mary Worrall that there has been a delay, and that it will, hopefully, be ready later in the year.

[bookmark: h6]Diary dates

Wirral Flower and Veg Show Plant Sale Monday 25th May 12.00-5.00pm
Coronation Gardens West Kirby Community Fair. Sunday 31st May 12.00-5.00pm
Hoylake Allotments Society Open Day. Sunday 26th July 12.00-4.00pm
Hoylake Show Your Own. Melrose hall. 29th August 10.00-4-00pm
Teehay Allotments Annual Veg Show. Bebington High Sports College 8th August
Wirral Flower and Veg Show. Birkenhead Park 9th August 12.00-4.00pm
Wirral Earth Fest. St Bridget's Fields & Centre, West Kirby 12th September 10.00am
Wirral Allotment Federation AGM September Thursday 17th September, Birkenhead YMCA

WAS are hoping to arrange a trip to Harrogate Autumn Show later this year on Saturday 19th September, by coach (pick up in Birkenhead). The cost will be around £27.00 per person, which includes entry to the show. If you are interested please e-mail by June 15th to: wirralallotments.sec@gmail.com

[bookmark: h7]Contact WAS

Finally, please check out our Facebook Page, Wirral Allotment Society, for updates, news from other sites and photos, and feel free to add any events that you are planning or news and photos from your sites. We can be contacted by email; wirralallotments.sec@gmail.com or via our Facebook Page

[bookmark: h8]March

Minutes from the Site Secretaries' meeting on 3rd March download here.

[bookmark: h9]15th January

Minutes from the Site Secretaries' meeting on 7th January download here.

[bookmark: h10]January 2015

We hope you have all had a good rest over the Christmas and New Year and are now ready to tackle the task of planting your crops for the coming year.

Last year Wirral Federation of Allotment Societies made a concerted effort to re-engage with existing allotment societies and individual plot holders, as we recognised that meetings had become infrequent and poorly attended.  In August 2013 we held our AGM at Birkenhead YMCA. This was well attended and there were new and old faces amongst the audience.  Mary Worrall, who is now Head of Parks and Countryside services at WBC attended and outlined her ideas for how allotment sites could be improved, and importantly, asked and listened to feedback and suggestions from the floor. The majority of people felt that is was a positive meeting.


So what's been happening since then?
  • A new allotment strategy is being prepared by WBC and should be published within a couple of months.

  • Leasowe Community Allotments finally opened its much needed site after a long time in the planning, I am sure that many will remember Cllr. Ian Lewis a few years ago proposing the idea at one of our meetings. This has finally come to fruition and we are sure it will be a much used and appreciated community focus.

  • Wirral Federation of Allotment Societies has shortened its title to Wirral Allotment Society, we hope you all approve and agree it's an improvement!

  • We have started an open Wirral Allotment Society Facebook Group, for those of you that use Social Media. Its purpose is to keep you up to date with what's happening around our sites. Please feel free to add any photos, info or events from your plots to the group page. 

  • We've updated and launched this website as a fresh start.

Dates for Your Diaries

If any of you have any events planned for this year, open days, plant sales or Big Lunches and are looking to publicise them, get in touch and we'll include them on our Events Page, in the next Newsletter, planned for April, and also post them to the Wirral Allotment Society Facebook Group.


	

Contact us
Our email address is wirralallotments.sec@gmail.com

Or contact us via our Facebook Group.

Next meeting
Next meeting date TBA - come back soon.
meetings page.

Events
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