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Additional Allotment Revenue Funding





You will be aware from the previous newsletter that £150,000 additional revenue funding has been approved for allotment sites over three financial years (£50,000 per year).  Some of this years allocation has already been spent as various works ranging from clearing plots for new tenants, matched funding for sites and helping to make sites more secure.  I will be contacting all site secretaries to agree priority works for each site as this funding becomes available over the next two financial years.














Self Management





Although interest has been shown by a small number of sites there are currently no existing Council managed sites becoming self managed. We will however continue to offer self management as an option.  Further information can be obtained from Frank Holford on 666 4794 or by contacting myself on 606 2145.





Allotment Competition 2010





This years competition was again very successful.  The award ceremony was held at the Lauries on 12th October where Dave Cowling Head of Parks and Countryside for Wirral Council presented the prizes.  Unfortunately some of the prize winners were not able to attend and we hope for full attendance next year.





New Allotment Sites





We are continuing to assist as much as possible with the development of a new allotment site on council owned land at Gilroy Road West Kirby and with an extension to Sandingham Avenue allotments in Hoylake.  Both sites will be self managed. At Gilroy Road a lease is currently being agreed and a problem over planning consent has now been resolved.  The extension to Sandingham Avenue allotments does require planning approval and the Sandingham Avenue Allotment Association is currently progressing this.  A small number of other sites are also being considered.  If it does become possible to progress any of these any new plots are unlikely to become available for some time unfortunately.





We have become aware of new private allotment provision at Leasowe (Molloys Market Garden Centre) where a small number of plots are now tenanted and others available.  I am advised that the rental is currently £500 year per plot.





Technical Services Department





It has recently been confirmed that the Allotment Service which is part of the Parks and Countryside Section is to remain with Technical Services Department following a temporary transfer some months ago.  Previously we were part of the Regeneration Department.  





I have also now moved office to Cheshire Lines and my telephone number has changed to 606 2145.





Water Supply





Please turn water supplier off at the end of October or as soon as possible any problem please let me know.





Carpets





In accordance with the new tenancy agreement carpets are not permitted to be used on allotments.  I am looking for any existing carpets to be removed from site by the end of December 2010.





Wirral Council Call Centre





Although I am happy for site secretaries to continue to contact me direct on my new telephone number tenants must ring the Call Centre on 606 2004 with any issues or problems.  If appropriate any enquires from tenants will be referred to me.  I will be looking to make the Call Centre number as available as possible to tenants but whenever possible site secretaries should also advise them.





Bee Keeping on Allotments 





Applications to keep bees on allotment sites are now being considered on a site by site basis.  Where approval is given we have produced a Code of Practice for keeping bees on allotment sites which the tenant must agree to.  A copy of the Code of Practice is attached for your information. 





Currently we have received two applications which where both approved.





Hens and Pigeons





Historically only three sites (Landican, Harris and Carrodus) are approved for keeping hens and pigeons.  We have also produced Codes of Practice for tenants on these sites and I attach copies for your information.





We are however considering the suitability of more sites for keeping hens.  If you would like your site to be considered please contact me.





New Allotment Tenancy Agreement and Handbook





The majority of new agreements have now been signed and returned by tenants.  Itwill however be necessary for us to send a few reminders to those outstanding but the response has been excellent.





Parks and Countryside Service Review (P.A.C.S.P.E)





Some of you may already be aware of the Service Review being undertaken of the Parks and Countryside service which includes allotments.  The current proposal is for the whole service to be outsourced to a single provider (Private contractor).  The council will retain ownership and responsibility for the sites and the private contractor will be responsible for managing them in accordance with the Council requirements.  It is intended for this to be in place by December 2011.





Site Secretaries Meetings





Although we will continue to brief site secretaries though the distribution of these news letters and by individual contact with myself it may be useful to hold occasional meetings with site secretaries.





In the past such meetings have not been well attended often with less than 50% of site secretaries attending.  Please contact me if you would like me to arrange a meeting and if there is sufficient support I will arrange it as soon as possible.
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