Acting Chairpersons Report. June 10

Having stepped down as Chairperson in June 07, you maybe as surprised as I am that I am again seeking re election to that post, but I feel that a period of stability is needed at this time and it will give the opportunity for anyone willing to come forward to acclimatise themselves into the role.

David Jones has done some sterling work until his ill health forced his resignation as chairman, though I am delighted that he is willing to resume the role of treasurer once again. If nothing else it avoids confusing the bank with changes of signature etc. and they can be so easily confused.!!!!

What can I say about this last year, a year of some turmoil but also some achievements. The council have at long last issued the new tenancy agreement which was long overdue. Though many of us have had to laugh when they forbad us to keep any insects on our plots….this was highlighted by Fabienne giving notice of eviction to all ants, spiders and earwigs, etc that had taken up residence without the councils permission. I know it was the legal department that insisted on this and perhaps we can view with the same scepticism the need for planning permission for every hut and greenhouse on allotments ( which are only temporary structures as many storms prove) When will these folk get real !!!!! I do have to mention the continued dispute over the interpretation of the tenancy agreements regarding the keeping of hens and hope that this will soon be resolved with the council responding to the needs for the welfare of these birds as well as the pigeons kept on allotments.

We have been delighted at the improved finances of the Allotment Department and sincerely hope that they will prioritise the spending of the extra £50K per year to do the very necessary work that was highlighted by the Allotment Development Officer. It would be such a shame if urgent work was not proceeded with at the expense of sharing out the money even handedly. 

We welcome Frank Holford…. In his new role as Allotment Development Officer and hope he will build on the foundations set by Dave Morris of developing new sites. We have already welcomed Gilroy as a new site on the Wirral and again hope that the legal & planning depts assist them to begin working on the land instead of just talking about it.

Again we have welcomed more new societies and thank the Council for distributing our new leaflet on forming and running societies.  We also have a small team who will follow up the distribution with a site visit so that eventually my own dream of a society on every site will come true.

By having a “Good News” slot each meeting we highlight how successful sites can become in funding improvements once they form a society and we have a wealth of acquired knowledge which can assist any other sites in running a society and applying for grants. 

We thank Dave Morris for his work in producing a guide for new tenants that the council will be able to issue. And for his continued work as North West Counties representative for the NSALG.

The formation of an Allotment Watch and for promoting Smart Water is to the credit of Fabienne Mathews who is also part of the team working with the council on Quality standards. 

We are still very much in the dark over what will happen to allotments with the Gateway review and what impact that will have on our sites along with the Open Space Review that is to be consulted about.

By highlighting the Strategy Plan the Federation has ensured that the work is carried out and monitored each meeting with the ability for members to question the council’s role.

Several members have forged links with schools which will continue the love of gardening to future generations and help build communities.

I would like to thank the committee for the support that they have given me but special mention must be made of the work of Margaret as our secretary. Not only has she produced the paperwork on time and brought to our attention many different items which might affect allotments but she has also attempted to keep me in line.

I thank you all for your attendances at our meetings and hope that you will feel able to allow me to continue for another year.

