WIRRAL FEDERATION OF ALLOTMENT SOCIETIES

Minutes of Committee Meeting Thurs 24 Sept 2009

1.
Members Present - David Jones, Margaret Campbell, Nigel Brierley, Tony Niblock, Rose Chandler, Barbara Higson, Peter France, Dave Morris

2. Apologies - Ron Jones, Mike Griffiths

David announced his intention to resign as Chair at the next meeting.  The reasons were the large time commitment needed with competing interests for his time, and the frustrations of trying to work with the council.  Members  agreed that he’d shown huge commitment and thanked him for this.  A letter will go out with the next agenda asking for nominations for an Acting Chair until the next AGM.  Barbara agreed to take on the Allotment Watch project, and Rose agreed to sit on the Steering Group.

3. Minutes of last meeting – approved.

Matters arising: Item 8 – agreed that Margaret will write asking for breakdown of the spend on allotments budget.

Item 10 – nsalg are including funding workshop as part of agm to be held in Wirral, therefore WFAS workshop will be arranged on back of this.  Item 11 – clarified with WMBC that all groups wanting allotments have to go on waiting list.

4.
Accounts – Balance – Currently £1,378.89, but this amount is inflated by the income of the Garden Organic trip, and is projected to be £421.89 when all costs have been met.

5.
 Tenancy Agreement Update – still awaiting this.

6.
 Gateway Review – no consultation with WFAS about this, but council have agreed that a representative may attend a meeting with the Friends of Parks Forum on the 23rd Oct.

7.
Strategy Document – no news.

8.
Appointment of Development Officer – process has started.

9.
Scrutiny Committee 21.9.09 – Committee considered:

  • The report of the Allotment Development Officer,

  • A request from officers for Members views on granting a peppercorn rent to self managed allotment sites.

  • 2 petitions asking for (a) the use of an area of land in West Kirby and (b) more allotments in Hoylake,

  • A letter from David Jones on behalf of the Federation asking for increased funding for allotments to enable the Strategy document to be followed through.

The Committee resolved:

(1) That the work of the Allotments Development Officer be noted, (2) That further reports be submitted to this Committee on possible allotment sites and any financial implications, and subject to further work by officers, endorses the development of the five sites currently being considered, (3) That officers look into the possible transfer of Sandringham Avenue and Wingate Allotments to the respective allotment societies as a community asset transfer.

10.    Garden Organic – It was agreed that this had been an excellent trip, well organised, trouble-free and a good venue.

11.
 Any other business – There had been a complaint that people without email sometimes didn’t receive communications.  The Secretary accepted that this might inadvertently be overlooked and would try harder.

12.    Date of next meeting – 29th January 2010, venue to be arranged.

