WIRRAL FEDERATION OF ALLOTMENTS

Committee Meeting Wednesday 5 August 2009

Minutes

1. Members Present – welcome to new members

David Jones, Margaret Campbell, Nigel Brierley, Tony Niblock, Rose Chandler, Barbara Higson, Ron Jones, Mike Griffiths.

2. Apologies from Peter France

3. Minutes of last meeting – amended to correct some factual 

 errors, and then approved.  Agreed that approved committee minutes would be published online.

Matters arising – Joyce decided to step down from the committee.   Mike would like to continue.    

No reply from Cllr Hale.

4.
Accounts – Balance of £1008.02 includes deposits for trip.

5.
Tenancy Agreement Update – still awaiting council action.

6.
 Gateway Review –WFAS have had no consultation about this.  Expecting interim report at the end of September and full report in October.

7.
Strategy Document – There appears to be no progress on this.  WFAS will write to the Scrutiny Committee which is expected to have allotments on the agenda in September.

8. Steering Group – updates: 29/6 and 3/8

WMBC has already spent its allotments maintenance budget although only 4 months into the financial year.  WFAS will ask for details of where this spend has gone.

Further bid for capital funding will be made this year.

PPG17 is to progress, led by planning dept.

To encourage sites to consider self management the council would only be seeking a peppercorn rent from such sites.  WFAS will set up a working group to look at models of self-management and pros & cons etc, and to advise sites.
ADO post will be advertised, and Dave Morris will voluntarily follow up some of the work he’s done until this post is filled. A number of sites have been identified with areas that can be brought back into use.  In addition, a number of farmers are looking at providing land for allotments but some delay with planning permission for this.

Steering Group discussed the balance of the £40,000 originally allocated to them. There was “a report on Gardeners World on 31 July that Wirral Council had agreed to provide £10,000 to match the funding obtained by Thornton allotments (subsequent to the meeting Dave M checked with Clive Ransom and was informed that Clive had not told the BBC that they had been successful but that he did have a personal email from Steve Foukes promising that the Council would match fund any of his successful bids. Clive will forward a copy of the email) Roger stated that in his opinion the Steering Group had control of the money and that it was up to them to justify how it was spent.”

9. Crime Prevention – working group update

Lynne Goddard, Diane Ledder, Fabienne Matthews and David Jones met with police and ‘Watch’ scheme representatives on the 8th July.

Allotment sites would qualify to apply for funding for security if they form an ‘allotment watch’, with someone who would volunteer to be the coordinator – Diane is drafting letter to site secretaries to inform them.

Fabienne is looking with them at the issue of site reporting, to give police a more accurate picture of crime on sites.

10. Applying for grants – workshop

Margaret and Mike will look into organising a funding workshop to be run during one of the WFAS meetings.

11. Any other business

Discussion about community groups eg schools wanting plots and should they go on the waiting list?  This will be raised with the council.

12. Date of next meeting

Next committee meeting 2.15 on Thursday 24th September at David Jones’ house.

